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June 2019 

 

To Parents of Incoming 1st Year Students for the Academic Year 2019-2020 
 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 
 

We hope that you are looking forward to your daughter’s first year in Loreto College and that you are 

enjoying the preparations for her transition to secondary school. We are delighted to invite you to a 

First Year Parents Information Evening on Thursday 22 August at 7p.m.  This occasion is for 

parents only and will give you the opportunity to meet with the Principal, Deputy Principals, Year 

Head, Form Teachers and members of staff who will be available to answer any questions you have 

relating to your daughter’s commencement on Friday 23 August. 

 

If for any reason, your daughter has decided to attend another school, we would appreciate it if 

you could let us know immediately as we have a long waiting list of girls who are eager to enrol. 

 

Enclosed Documentation 

 

We enclose the following items to assist you in your preparations for your daughter’s commencement 

in late August:  

 

• Annual Payments document and Easy Payment details. To facilitate parents, the Accounts 

Office will be open on Thursday 15 to Thursday 22 August (10am to 3pm) for 

parents/students to visit the school and make these payments. Payments cannot be accepted 

at Reception under any circumstances. You are also invited to call to the school to collect 

journals and locker details at this time.  For your own convenience and to minimize queues 

we encourage all parents to make these payments online. 

• Book Grant Letter and Application Form.  The Board of Management has requested that all 

families have access to this letter for information purposes. 

• General Information Sheet for the academic year. 

• Confirmation of your daughter’s subject choice.  Please inform the school as soon as possible 

if there are any errors on this document. 

 

The following essential information is available on our website: 

 

• Booklist and details of Second Hand Book Scheme (Mullingar Congress). 

Please note that booklists are also available in local bookshops and copies of any 

documentation can be collected from School Reception. 

• Uniform List & Details of Suppliers. 

• Details of Supervised Study for 2019-2020. 

• Mandatory school policies. 

 

 

General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) 

 

The purpose of any information gathered by Loreto College Mullingar is to facilitate the school’s 

provision of a service that best meets your daughter’s educational, pastoral and social development 

needs.  All data gathered is retained in accordance with the school’s Data Protection Policy which is 

available on the website at www.loretomullingar.com 

http://www.loretomullingar.com/
http://www.loretomullingar.com/


 

 

 

Standardised Testing 

 

A circular issued by the Department of Education & Science (Circular 0014/2017) outlines the 

“Continuum of Support for All Students” and recommends the use of standardised test results in 

building the educational profile of students and to identify the individual learning needs of all 

students.  As a result, we are investing in the Cognitive Abilities Test: Fourth Edition (CAT4) which 

will provide an invaluable insight into every student’s ability to reason across four distinct batteries: 

verbal, non-verbal, mathematical and spatial, as compared to the national average.  

The assessment is age appropriate and gives a strong indication as to your daughter’s capabilities in 

terms of her academic progress and will benefit and assist in ensuring your daughter reaches her full 

potential. The greatest advantage of this test is that it provides a benchmark of your daughter’s ability 

and potential which we can track progress and set accurate targets for achievement. The CAT 4 

provides an individual school report for each student as well as a detailed parent report which will 

contribute and assist in the deployment and management of resources to meet the needs of all students 

in our school.   

 

The CAT 4, which your daughter will sit in September, costs €30 per first year student and payment 

can be made via Easypayments on the school website. 

 

 

Voluntary Contribution and Expenses 

 

We wish to acknowledge the great efforts made by parents to assist the school financially through the 

voluntary contribution and the various fundraisers organised by our very committed Parents’ 

Advisory Council. We appreciate any contribution that you can make at any stage of the year or by 

instalments. This summer it is hoped to use the remains of our school-generated income to: 

 

I. Purchase new student lockers 

II. Complete further work on our new library; 

III. Redecorate a number of classrooms; 

IV. Replace some classroom desks and chairs; 

V. Enhance school WIFI and source digital devices for educational purposes. 

 

Parents’ Information Evening 

 

It is very important that parents attend our Information Evening on Thursday 22 August at 7pm 

especially those who are new to the school community. On the evening there will be an opportunity to 

familiarise yourselves with school procedures, attendance requirements etc. All details of your 

daughter’s first day will be explained on the night and you will be given an outline of the year’s 

events. As parking is limited on the school grounds, we suggest that parents use the nearby public car 

parks on the night. A reminder text will issue from the school in August. 

Thank you for entrusting your daughter to us for these formative years in her development and rest 

assured that we will keep her best interests to the forefront of our thoughts and actions during her time 

in Loreto College. Should you have any queries or concerns, please feel free to contact the school at 

any time. There may be a short period of time in July when the school office is closed. We look forward 

to meeting you in August and to a successful partnership in the education of your daughter. 

 

 

Yours sincerely,  

 

  

______________________   _____________________      _______________________ 

Marése Bell (Principal)         Sinéad Lawlor (Deputy Principal)    Carmel O’Grady (Deputy Principal) 


