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          27 March 2020 

 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians & Students, 

 

At the end of the second week of school closure, it is important to connect with everyone in 

our community and to reassure you that every possible support is available to our girls during 

this enforced exile.  

Teachers are very busy setting and correcting students’ work and giving comprehensive 

feedback for improvement. Thank you for the very positive messages received from parents 

and students about the quality of support being provided in this relatively new forum for 

teaching and learning. This is very encouraging for everyone! 

There is a worry that a small number of students are not engaging with Google classroom  or 

submitting work to their teachers. We are very aware that internet access can be  poor in certain 

areas and also that there may be huge demand on a laptop or other device in households, 

particularly as parents may also be working from home. I would urge parents to ensure that 

their daughters are making the most of their time and adhering to a healthy routine of work, 

exercise and relaxation. It is the students’ responsibility to manage their learning and to follow 

a sensible and productive routine while engaging with distance learning. Failure to keep abreast 

of the work could result in students being overwhelmed or anxious when we eventually return 

to normality. We have no guarantees that there will be opportunities to revisit material that is 

being covered online at present and it is in everyone’s interest to be disciplined and to make 

the best effort possible in this unusual learning environment. Please contact the school 

info@loretomullingar.com if internet access is a particular difficulty for anyone and we will 

try to seek an alternative solution.  

We have had a few requests from students to gain access to the school to collect books and 

the following reply has been issued without exception: 

‘Loreto College remains fully compliant with directions given by the Department of 

Education & Skills and has closed its doors since Thursday March 12th. 

Students were advised to bring all books home with them in advance of the closure and as 

you are aware, access to textbooks is available online. 

The health and safety of staff and students is of paramount importance and making any 

exceptions could result in large numbers congregating around the school, thus undoing all of 

the benefits achieved so far from social distancing.  If you are unsure how to further your 

work, please connect with your teachers on google classroom and they will be happy to direct 

you towards further resources, notes etc.’ 

 

The announcement that schools will not be reopening before Easter has not come as a surprise 

this week. The gravity of this virus and its implications for our people must take precedence 

over everything else. We have been asked by the HSE and by the Department of Education and 

Skills to strongly encourage our school community to continue to observe the protocols 

regarding hygiene and social distancing. Our girls have always demonstrated their social 
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consciousness and their care for others in so many ways and we are absolutely confident that 

they and their families will not be found wanting during this crisis. 

 

We acknowledge that it is difficult to work in isolation when we are so accustomed to teaching 

and learning as community groups. We hope that our girls feel sufficiently supported and that 

everyone will do their best in circumstances that are far from ideal. 

 

Our thoughts and prayers are with every family and especially those who are most vulnerable 

at this time.  

God bless you all and keep you safe. 

 

 

Your sincerely, 

 

 
...................................... 

Marése Bell 

Principal 


