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Dear students, staff and parents, 

 

As we begin the month of May, I hope that everyone is keeping well and continuing to make 

the most of our current situation, however strange. Now more than ever, we need to be firm 

in our resolve and in our compliance, to ensure that our efforts thus far will not have been in 

vain. Everyone has made personal sacrifices for the greater good and thank God, the statistics 

are very promising. Let us not forget that behind these figures are wonderful people who have 

lost their lives and who have left behind devastated families and friends. 

 

I acknowledge again that we are aware that families in our community have suffered loss 

during this time and we sympathise with all who have lost loved ones at a time when we are 

unable to show our support in the normal ways.  

 

There is no denying that the sense of togetherness and belonging that we normally take for 

granted is more difficult to nurture at the moment and living and learning at a distance is very 

challenging. I would ask everyone to remain connected with classmates, teachers and 

colleagues and to be mindful, as always, of those who would benefit from a call or a text or 

indeed a laugh! Sr Anna’s lovely prayers and reflections are a great source of comfort and 

joy. We are all able to imagine that she is reading them in her gentle reassuring voice, over 

the intercom.  

At last, this week has brought some certainty for all of us and especially our state 

examinations students. 

• For our Leaving Certificate students, it is the intention of the State Examinations 

Commission that the examinations will commence on July 29th with revised 

examination timetables being issued in June. We welcome the Department of 

Education & Skills announcement that there will be classes in the weeks leading up to 

the examinations. Further details will emerge based on health recommendations.  

Leaving Certificate students who did not have access to a laptop/device have been 

accommodated by the school as a priority. A few requests to enter the school to 

collect notes/books from the locker room have been received. We would like to 

accommodate these requests (for LC students only) and look forward to some easing 

of restrictions by the government to allow for this in limited and emergency 

circumstances only. 

• For our Junior Certificate students, there is disappointment that you will not have the 

opportunity to sit the official papers that have been set for you, after all of your work 

towards theses terminal examinations. I am very pleased that you will finish on May 

29th and have the opportunity to enjoy a proper summer break. The alternative was 

really unthinkable and would have impacted very adversely on your commencement 

in senior cycle.  

Subject Departments have met and made decisions about how best to assess your 

work. Our teachers know their students very well and their various means of 

assessment will reflect your work over three years, your assignments, your 
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engagement with distance learning, previous achievements in examinations and your 

flair and talents in individual subjects. Each teacher will communicate the agreed  

assessment methods to their third year students and all evidence will be combined to 

give a comprehensive report on your Junior Cycle. 

 

All other students will have various forms of assessment over the next month to capture your 

work over the academic year and your achievements. The final result will reflect the evidence 

of your learning and engagement throughout the year, both in school and at a distance.  

 

My advice to all of our girls is the same; enagage with Google Classroom, submit your 

assignments, communicate regularly with your teachers and make the most of the next four 

weeks to display evidence of your learning and hard work. 

 

We have sent emails of concern to the parents of a number of girls who haven’t engaged fully 

with distance learning. Unless there is a specific problem, there is no need to reply to this 

email since its purpose was purely to elicit engagement. These girls can communicate directly 

with their teachers on Google classroom to catch up on their work. 

 

Contact us through info@loretomullingar.com if we can help in any way, and use Google 

classroom to access your teachers, your Year Heads and the Guidance Team. 

 

Thank you to all of the staff, students and parents for your continued efforts at this time and 

your caring support for one another.  

 

Please keep sending your lovely photos and captions to news@loretomullingar.com and we’ll 

share some more positivity for the month of May. 

 

 

May brings the blossom and the colours of nature in all of their glory. I’m looking out the 

window at sheep and lambs basking in the sunshine! We must see beyond the greyness of this 

time and admire the colours of this spectacular month dedicated to our mother Mary. She is 

watching over all of us. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 
Marése Bell 

Principal 
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