
Graduation Mass - Loreto College 2020 - Fr Darby’s Homily 

  

I was thinking earlier today of the year many of you were born – 2002!  It seems so long ago 

and we have come so far.  The Euro became common currency in Ireland and across Europe 

that year.  The first recruits were accepted in the PSNI – Police Service of Northern Ireland.  

Bratz dolls –first emerged on the market.  Eminem was at the height of his rapping career with 

two number 1’s in 2002, and Brazil won the world cup.  The most popular boys name was Jack 

and the girls was Sarah…..they haven’t really changed in terms of names.  Toyota first launched 

its first eco-friendly hybrid, the Prius in 2002. 

  

Since then we have seen tremendous change in our lives and in the world and each year has its 

own key or memorable moments.  2020 will always be remembered for yellow posters, social 

distancing, face masks, washing our hands and COVID-19.  Over these last few months, we, like 

the disciples on the Road to Emmaus have talked a lot.  They were discussing all that had 

happened to Jesus – he suffered, died and after three days rose from the dead.  I’m sure many 

a discussion was had in many a home over these last months, not just the impact of Covid-19 

on people’s lives, but particularly its impact on your lives.  I’m sure your parents and teachers 

have offered many a consoling word of encouragement over these months.  

  

The word ‘graduation’, literally means, taking a step!  Ordinarily, it is the step of leaving 

Secondary and moving to further studies, apprenticeships, courses, or work.  As a society, we 

grade our level of skill, ability, expertise in terms of qualifications.  A piece of paper, a 

certificate reflects not only the level of work we have done, but our competency or skill in a 

chosen discipline, whether it is science, art, history, home economics etc.  We then use that 

piece of paper to progress in a particular direction, whether it is a job or further study.  

This has been the norm for decades.  But this year 2020 is different and while you will get 

predictive grades based on your work throughout the year, understandably you are a little less 

self-assured and you anxiously hope the system will be fair to you and you will confidently 

move in the direction you had your heart set on.   

  

However, while you may not have a ‘certificate’ in the normal way we understand the Leaving 

Cert, what you do have at the end of a very strange, even somewhat traumatic year is 

something far more valuable.  Let’s look for a moment at what you have learned from the last 

few months?  

  

1.         Your learning didn’t stop.  Throughout the year, over lockdown, you all continued your 

studies.  Studying and your focus on study says everything about who you are and what 

motivates your life.  



2.         These last months have reemphasised for us, how important it is to encourage one 

another – to look after our mental, physical and spiritual wellbeing and that of others.  Whether 

it was a text to a friend in lockdown, attendance at an on-line class, a kind word at home, even 

adhering to social distance, or thinking of an elderly relative or a neighbour living on their own.  

You have learned to value encouragement.  That’s a great skill to bring with you at all times in 

terms of working with and cooperating with others. 

3.         The discipline of hard work and motivation – you now know how to meet deadlines, 

work towards a goal, work as a team completing a project, how to be productive on our own, 

use time well.  The discipline of hard work and motivation will be snapped up by lecturers and 

employers.  

4.         These months have taught how resilient you are – you had your hearts set on college 

courses, opportunities, your future  etc., and that impacted on your subjects, level choice and 

so on.  All of a sudden the legs are taken from under you.  You were no longer in control.  

Resilience is accepting your new reality, even if it is less good than the one you had before.  

Being able to cope with disappointment develops our resilience. 

5.         The fifth thing you have learned about yourselves is the importance of family and the 

need to be grateful for them.  They supported and encouraged you throughout the lows, the 

anxious moments, even for some, the panic.  They kept you grounded.  They ensured you had 

enough to eat, a routine to your days and they continued to inspire and motivate you.  

6.         These months helped you ‘surrender’ –some might call it ‘going with the flow’.  

Surrendering oneself helps reduce the levels of stress in our lives.  We are not in control of our 

lives even if we think we are, but surrendering ourselves makes it much easier to accept when 

things go against us, or don’t work out the way we expected.  

7.         The importance of gratitude.  Your parents, friends, but your teachers who imparted 

their knowledge, encouraged, supported, affirmed and gave you opportunities to grow and 

develop.  To be able to say thank you, I believe is an invaluable skill to have. 

8.         The strength of prayer.  I’m sure many a prayer was said over these last months in 

gratitude, desperation, anxiety, and so on. 

  

So at the end of this year, your time in Loreto College, you have more qualifications than you 

might think.  That is why we need people like yourselves to communicate a message that is 

filled with hope, ambition in the healthy sense, people filled with and living out gospel values; 

people who are sensitive and caring of people.  

  

Always remember, from the moment we are born, we all become part of history, if not our 

own, then someone else’s.  Some will become more famous than others.  But there is no point 

in being famous, if you are arrogant and cannot communicate with others.  There is no point in 



being a world-renowned surgeon if we talk down to people.  There is no point in being 

successful and powerful in business, if we have to walk on everyone to get there.  

  

So at the end of your time in Loreto, as graduates of Loreto, you are more qualified to face the 

world than you might think.  Like the disciples on the Road to Emmaus, may your hearts always 

burn with love for Jesus.  He will walk with you, walk beside you.  But invite him in to stay with 

you and to be with you always.  I wish you all every blessing, contentment and happiness as you 

graduate as the class of 2020 from Loreto College, Mullingar. 

 


