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Official Opening & Blessing of
New Building & Convent
October 25th heralded a much
anticipated event And to great
fanfare too! After two and a half
years of scaffolding, muck, noise
and frustrations, our new school
building was officially opened by
Loreto Provincial Leader, Sr.
Noelle Corscadden and blessed
by Most Reverend Dr. Michael
Smith, Bishop of Meath.
What a wonderful occasion it
proved to be and the entire
Loreto Community felt honoured to have the opportunity to
welcome so many Sisters
from the Loreto order as
well as staff and students
past and present.
The hard work and preparation certainly paid off as
we commenced the celebrations with mass in the
Cathedral of Christ the
King. As usual, the religion
and music departments
excelled with melody and prayer
befitting such a momentous occasion.
Introduced by our Principal, Mrs.
Marése Bell, Sr. Philomena and
Sr. Therése brought photographs
to the altar depicting the convent
in the 1800s and our present
building. What an appropriate
reminder of the outstanding
contribution the Loreto order
has made to the education of
girls in the Mullingar area over
many generations.
Representatives of the student
and teaching body, Boards of

the Board of Management, Ms. Breda Ward, Chairperson of the Parents Advisory Council, Sr. Noelle
Corscadden, Guest of Honour and
Ms. Carmel O’Grady, Deputy Principal.

Sr. Noelle cuts the ribbon
Bishop Smith blesses the
building

Following very inspiring words from
the speakers, we were reminded of
how privileged we are and of the
hard work and dedication of the
management and building teams
which brought this wonderful project to a fruitful completion. Particular tribute was paid to Mrs.Bell,
Ms. O’Grady, Gerry Reddin, Pat
Weafer, Dermot Egerton and the
organsing committee of the official
opening.
Sr. Noelle unveiled a granite plaque
and planted an ash tree to commemorate the occasion while Bishop Smith blessed the building.

Management and Parents Advisory Councils all, fittingly, contributed to the ceremony including former Principals Mr.
Michael Kearns and Ms. Angela
McGarvey who invested much
time and energy to achieve the
outstanding school we have
today.
Upon returning to the revamped concert hall, Mrs Sinéad
Lawlor, Deputy Principal, introduced all on stage to the invited
audience; Bishop Smith, Ms
Hazel Gavigan, Head Girl, Mrs.
Marése Bell, Principal, Sr. Marie
Céline Clegg, Chairperson of

Guests were then treated to refreshments by Derek Tuite and the
highly efficient catering team of
Senior Prefects and Transition Year
students.
Loreto students past, present and
future were then given the opportunity to view all the wonderful
facilities and talents that Loreto
College Mullingar has to offer.
Our school displayed new and old
magnificent works of art, outstanding musicianship by our choirs and
traditional music groups as well as
projects depicting the prophecy of
our foundress Mary Ward and
proving that her legacy lives on
when she stated:
“I hope in God that it will be seen that
women in time will do much”.

Photo
Gallery

Official Opening

For video footage and more photos
please log on to our website and click
news/official opening on
www.loretocollegemullingar.com
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Forty Spanish students ranging
from second to transition year,
accompanied by five teachers,
enjoyed a memorable visit to the
historic and culturally rich city of
Barcelona in October. Not only
did they get the opportunity to
practice their language skills, they
also experienced the vast array of
tourist attractions this wonderful
city has to offer, from the architectural delights of Park Guell and
La Sagrada Familia (see accompanying picture) to the shopping
haven of Las Ramblas.
No trip to Barcelona is complete
however without the requisite
white knuckle experiences of Port

Caption describing
picture or graphic.

Aventura and our girls enjoyed
this adventure to the full.
Again, we were so proud of our
girls who were regularly complemented on their exemplary behavior and manners.
Many thanks to the teachers who
accompanied the girls and particularly to Ms OKennedy who organized this wonderful trip.

Sister Act
Three days of
“Nuntastic”
performances
from our
Transition Year
girls

All the hard work, dedication
and talent of our transition
year students combined to
ensure a wonderful production of Sister Act in the newly
revamped Concert Hall of
Loreto College.
Tribute must be paid to each
and every one of the cast,
Transition Year co-ordinator,
Ms. Gallagher and all the
teachers who gave so willingly

of their time and expertise to Charlotte Weaver, 6th Year
result in this sell-out show.
who designed the promotion
Many congratulations also to poster.

Recognition from the DES
Although many may be
daunted by the new initiatives in education, we
take it all in our stride
here in Loreto College.
Not only have we grasped
the challenge of a School
Improvement Plan and
the formulation of a
School Self Evaluation
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Report with gusto, but we
are now poised to help other schools prepare for the
future.
The Department of Education and Skills has selected
our School Improvement
Plan and School Self Evaluation Report as a model of
best practice and will display

it on their website as a
template for other
schools. This wonderful
achievement recognises
our commitment to excellence and the academic
success of all our students. It is an added bonus that we can assist our
friends and colleagues in
schools nationwide.
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Parents’ Advisory Council Fundraising Walk
embarked on the 5K route from
the school, across the Link road
and back to base via the Delvin
Road and canal line.

Many thanks to our senior prefect
team who marshalled the route so
effectively and to An Garda Siochana
for all their assistance.

The money raised will be used Our Health Promoting School is
by the PAC to further enhance alive and well!!
the educational environment
and opportunities at Loreto
Volunteers Needed
College, Mullingar.

Becoming an annual tradition, the Fundraising Walk by the Parents’ Advisory Council
proved to be a major success raising approximately €5,000. Following dedicated collection of sponsorship, the school community

Dear Parents,
The school year 2013/2014 is looking like
yet another successful year for the Parents Advisory Council of Loreto College,
Mullingar.
On October 10th 2013 the PAC co-hosted
Dr Fergus Heffernan who gave an excellent presentation to students and parents
“Understanding Emotional Well-Being of
Teenagers”. The evening was a resounding success.
We are very fortunate to have Catherine
O’Connor Educational Specialist from
Trinity College address our Leaving Cert
students on Thursday 23rd January 2014

Well done to students and staff
alike who contributed much to
the afternoon and enjoyed both the
active and social aspects of school life
on a mild and rain free Wednesday in
October!

If you are available to help with our
School Sports Teams, we would really
appreciate your assistance

Call (044) 9342055

with “Cracking the College Code”. Ms O
Connor will speak to the parents of
Leaving Cert students later that evening on the transition from Secondary
School to Third Level Education. This
should prove to be a most informative
evening.

are used to help provide additional resources
within the school for the benefit of the students
(resources which are not provided by the Department of Education). These include, new
lockers costing €15,000, hockey goals at €3500,
PE and tennis court equipment €550 and science lab equipment worth €780.

The Parents’ Council will be relying on
the generous voluntary subscriptions
of parents at the parent/teacher
meetings throughout the year. At each
parent/teacher meeting members of
the Parent Council volunteer to collect
this subscription. We stress that this is
voluntary (usually €5 per family) and
would like to thank all parents who
have supported us at recent Parent
Teacher meetings. All monies collected

We would like to take this opportunity to wish
all students every success for the coming year
especially those sitting their Junior and Leaving
Certificate exams.
Parent’s Council meetings are held on Thursdays at 7.30pm for one hour. New parents are
welcome to any meeting.
Regards,
Members of the Parents Advisory Council,
2013/2014.

Head Girl Team 2013-2014
Following elections among the
Leaving Certificate year group
we are extremely proud to announce the appointment of our
Head Girl Team who will lead
and represent the students of
Loreto College, Mullingar for
this academic year 2013-2014.
Undoubtedly, our students have

chosen outstanding role models in
Hazel Gavigan as Head Girl and
her immensely capable deputies
Ailish Moriarty and Marciana Dumitrescu.
The girls have chosen “Blathú”,
blossoming, as their theme for the
year.

Our Head Girl Team
Ailish Moriarty, Hazel Gavigan & Marciana
Dumitrescu

“a school that

is constantly
strengthening
its capacity as

We are very proud to work in conjunc-

being. In a HPS, health refers to physi-

tion with the HSE to pioneer the Health

cal, social, emotional, mental, spiritual and

Promoting School (HPS) concept in the

cognitive health and is seen as an essen-

midlands. Our team, consisting of stu-

tial resource for living life. The school

a healthy set-

dents, parents, teachers and representa- recognises that these dimensions of

ting for living,

tives from the HSE have set the wheels

health are interconnected and that they

learning and

in motion to develop a whole school ap-

influence, and are influenced by the

working”.

proach to all aspects of health and well-

school environment.

The Four Elements of a
Health Promoting School
(HPS)

Benefits of a Health Promoting School

Better learning outcomes for students

Improved staff well-being
More co-ordinated approach to social,
physical and environmental needs

Aims of HPS

Increased student self-esteem
Lowered incidence of bullying
Safer and more secure school environment
Improved relationships within the school

Healthy development of whole
school

Increased involvement of parents &

Develop health promotion
initiatives

guardians

Support health related activities
Enhance links between school
and community
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School Choir

To our hugely talented girls……..
● Lucy McCartan 3.2, member of Ladies U17 Irish Soccer
team & Young Player of the Year, Leinster Ladies football.
● Interschools Equestrian Champions Caitriona McVeigh,

COMING SOON...

Niamh O’Mahony, Maeve Scally & Amy Cullen.
● Soroptomist Public Speaking regional finalists Kate Sullivan
& Muireann Bergin.

Science globe for senior science students
in January
Trip to France in April
Language & Adventure Centre Trip
S.E.E.D Day

● Leinster U18 Rugby player, Sarah Murphy.
● Our U16 Footballers—through to the Leinster finals.
● Swim team—1 gold, 4 silver & 1 bronze at Loreto Schools
gala at the National Aquatic Centre.
● Success at cross-country championships for Alanna Bate,
Caoimhe Shaw, minor and junior teams.
● On-going success for all our basketball teams.
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With funding from the DES, 2nd year Art students, their art

New Sporting Facilities

teachers and a staff committee are working with the renowned artist Michelle O’Donnell of Glasshammer Studi-

We are delighted to offer our wonderful, new,

os to create some dynamic, eye-catching and thought-

state of the art astroturf, basketball, tennis and

provoking artistic works which will transform our new GP

gym facilities for rental.

area by next May.

Please contact our Facilities Manager,
Mr. Ray Geoghegan

Watch this space……..

Phone: (087) 2069383
E-mail: www.raygeoghegan@hotmail.com

Check out our website
www.loretocollegemullingar.com

Competitive Rates Available

Just a small sample of the
amazing artistic talent of our
students which adorns the
walls of Loreto College

Our Spiritual Place
Thanks to the generosity of the Loreto Sisters and the ongoing dedication and commitment of our very own Sr.
Anna, we enjoy this wonderful space for calm reflection. Our chapel is a welcoming place where we can escape,
unwind and revive body, mind and soul. We are so grateful to have this sacred place to enhance our overall
wellbeing.

