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Principal Address
It is with great pleasure that I welcome you all to this inaugural school newsletter. I congratulate
Mr. Masterson and his PR team, Orla Wallace, Clodagh Reilly, Grace Rami, Ella Brophy, Dani
Baker, Grace O’Neill, Abbie Reihill, Lily Hunwick and Ciara Higgins for all their hard work. It is a
testament to the work of all our students and staff here in Loreto that this newsletter is full of so
many wonderful activities. We talk of the Mary Ward value of Joy in a Loreto school, and I know
that this Joy is evident on a day-to-day basis throughout all your endeavours.  

The past two years have certainly not been easy, it is fabulous to have all school activities up and
running again. For those of you who may not have sampled some of these clubs or activities I
hope that this publication gives a snapshot of all that you can become involved in. Take the time
to find something you would like to be part of or set up a new club. “Alone we are strong but
together we are stronger”. This quotation by our tree in the entrance hall is something we have
had to keep in mind over the past two years. I am sure that you are all enjoying the new
normality of school since the easing of restrictions and together we look forward to our final
term before our summer break. 
Best of luck to our Sixth Years with their orals and practicals over the Easter holidays. 

I wish all our students, staff and all our Loreto families every blessing for a healthy and restful
Easter. 

Easter Blessing
 

At the breaking of the Easter dawn
May the Risen Saviour bless your home
With the grace and peace from above,
With joy and laughter, and with love

And when night is nigh, and day is done
May He keep you safe from harm.

 

 

Olivia Callaghan 



Head Girl Address

L-R: Mary Nally (Deputy Head Girl). Rozlyn Daly (Head Girl), Niamh Dolan (Deputy Head Girl)
 

It is with great pleasure that I write this article. How wonderful is it that school life is back to normal. We can
finally take part in the sports teams and the school clubs, walk around the corridors and have a laugh in the
locker room again, experiences that we all longed for. The canteen is back up and running and it is certainly
busier than ever. We have definitely all missed the tradition of getting tea and a scone at breaktime! I have to say
on behalf of the Leaving Certs we are delighted to be sitting in the GP area at lunch, it's very special to be all back
together again. We really have so much to celebrate after two years of such unprecedented events. Life at Loreto
has finally returned to how it was before the pandemic. 
 
In particular, I would like to extend a special welcome to the first years, although your first months in Loreto were
more difficult than most, you can now look forward to some more years of normality! I hope that you are joining
the clubs, participating in class and being friendly to your comrades. My parents often warned me that my school
years would be the best years of my life, and it's only now I see how right they were. The last six years have been a
rollercoaster of remarkable events, laughs and experiences that cannot be learned in a textbook. I can’t believe
that we walked into the school for the first time in 2016/7 and are now heading into the last term of our secondary
school years. The time really does fly by girls, so seize every opportunity you get!

Reflecting on the year gone by so far there are many things that as a school community we can be immensely
proud of. We have taken part in a meaningful year group mass, celebrated Seachtain na Gaeilge, partook in the
Virtual Camino, fundraised for important charities such as Ukraine, St Vincent de Paul and Loreto Rumbek
among many other events. It is the experiences like these that really give shape to our education here at Loreto
Mullingar. With only a few weeks left this academic year I encourage you to keep “resilience” (theme for LC Class
of 2022) central in your thoughts. We must show resilience when we are trying to study for exams, setting brave
goals, and receiving our results. Most importantly, I remind you that while you do work hard this term, you must
also take a break. Looking after yourself is vital for success.
Go raibh míle maith agaibh. 

Rozlyn Daly 
Head Girl 



Our school's PR team has been working hard over the past few weeks to
create an informative newsletter to give an insight into all the fantastic
activities and hard work that is happening in Loreto College, Mullingar.
Supported by Mr Masterson, our team is made up of 9 TY students: Orla
Wallace, Clodagh Reilly, Grace Rami, Ella Brophy, Dani Baker, Grace O’Neill,
Abbie Reihill, Lily Hunwick and Ciara Higgins, all of whom share the roles of
reporters, editors, photographers and designers. We hope you enjoy having
a look at what has been going on both inside and outside the classroom in
Loreto College, Mullingar over the past few months.

Meet the team

L-R: Mr Masterson (Teacher), Abbie Rehill (Photographer), Clodagh Reilly (Reporter), Dani Baker (Designer),
Ella Brophy (Designer), Ciara Higgins (Editor), Grace O'Neill (Photographer), Grace Rami (Reporter), Orla

Wallace (Reporter)
Missing from photo: Lily Hunwick (Editor)



SPORTS

HOCKEY
Hockey has made a welcome come back to our
extra curricular calendar. The students were
rearing to go having completed some lockdown
challenges. We would like to thank Ron Charles  
from Mullingar Hockey Club for coming in to
train the girls on a Monday evening after
school along with Ms Dancey, Ms Davitt, Ms
Malone, Ms O’Kennedy and Ms O’Toole.
Lunchtime training on a Thursday for first
years was facilitated by  a very enthusiastic
group of  senior students. Thank you to Rose
Grimes, Niamh Turbitt, Kate Gaffney and
Meadhbh Wallace for showing great leadership
skills and sharing their knowledge with the 1st
years. 

CROSS COUNTRY
We started off our Cross Country year with a very well

represented contest in Belvedere for the Westmeath
Schools Cross Country.  Our girls ran extremely well on
the day and brought home an array of medals.  Next up

was the North Leinster Cross Country in the Phoenix Park
with a coveted place in the Leinster Finals up for grabs. 

 Again we competed at an exceptional level with our
Intermediate team bringing home a gold medal and our
Senior team with a silver.  These ladies then went on to
compete in very challenging weather conditions at the
Leinster Cross Country but true to form ran extremely

well on a wet and windy day.  The Intermediate team
secured a place in the All Irelands coming second and our

seniors girls got through individually.  On Saturday 12th
March our school Cross Country came to a close for this

year at the All Irelands.  Our ladies all excelled themselves
yet again placing very well on the day and representing

our school at such a high standard.  We are very proud of
all our fantastic athletes and look forward to what the

future will bring from these ladies.



Our senior football team started back training for
championship in September but due to Covid the groups
were made smaller and only one team progressed to the
knockouts. Our team battled bravely against Mean Scoil
Mhuire but narrowly lost out to them in a well fought
contest. The team's next game in the championship was
against Edenderry and the girls played brilliantly and came
away with a great win. Unfortunately that was the end of
our championship but the girls were excellent over the
campaign and we are all very proud of them.
Our junior football team is training every Wednesday on
the hockey pitch from 4 until 5. There are great numbers
turning out from our first and second years. Unfortunately
due to covid there have been no competitive games this
year but our first years are currently training for a blitz at
the end of April and we are starting a tournament for our
players that will go on until the end of the year. All the
players' skills are improving every week and the girls are
putting in a huge effort.

Football(Junior&Senior)

SOCCER
The Loreto under 15 soccer team has been busy since the

end of September training for the season. There was
great enthusiasm from 1st and 2nd years with record

numbers attending training. The team trains on Tuesday
after school from 4pm-5pm. There is also recreational

soccer training for students who want to stay involved at
lunchtime on Tuesday’s from 1.10pm-1.40pm. 

Our season so far has seen a trilling 5-4 away win against
Our Lady’s Bower, Athlone, another high-scoring game

versus Ashbourne Community College and a tighter, low-
scoring game against Wilson’s Hospital School - three

fantastic days out for our players. We now move onto the
knockout stages which will take place in the coming

weeks. This squad of players have shown unbelievable
commitment at training all year. There is huge potential

moving forward as a group if they continue to work hard,
listen to their coaches, and continue to gel as a squad.

The future of soccer in Loreto College Mullingar is
bright!!



Loreto basketball teams were finally back up and running
again with the 1st and 2nd years teams playing a home

match against SHS Tullamore. This was the first home game
played since March 2020 but the U16 team did manage to

play two away games in October. 
The 2nd year team were up first and started well but

Tullamore got into a lead early in the 2nd quarter. Loreto
dug deep and kept chipping away at this lead, until finally
going into the last minute of the final quarter Loreto took
the lead which they managed to hang onto until the final
whistle to win 30 points to 28. A really exciting first home

game in almost two years and a great start overall. 
 Next up was the 1st year team who again started the game

really well and went into an early lead. This time, the 1st
years managed to stay in the lead and continued to stretch
this lead out throughout the 4 quarters to run out winners

with a score of 34 points to 14. 
Well done to all the players involved. A special word of

thanks also to the TY students who were the table officials.. 

BASKETBALL

Our equestrian team of Katelyn Wallace, Edel Mc
Cawley and Rebecca Maxwell came second at the
Mullingar Equestrian Interschool's Competition. Our
open team of Emma Dolan, Alanna Fagan and Orlaith
O' Brien also showed lots of promise. Our individual
Kaitlyn Briody jumped a super round for her first time. 

Equestrian



CLUBS

big sister little sister

Tea&Talk

Saint vincent de paul(svp)
At Christmas time the Loreto Saint Vincent de Paul

society held a Christmas Raffle and organised a
Giving Tree in the school. They gathered hampers,

food, toys and gifts which were generously donated
by the school community and delivered to the local

Saint Vincent de Paul.
 

Tea and talk is a place where the students of Loreto can come together
during lunch and have a chat over a cup of tea. It is a no phone zone so
students are able to truly connect with each other without the
distractions of social media. Tea and talk is a place where students can
unwind in a calm environment after a long day and talk during their
lunch break. Tea and talk gives students a break from the stress of
school away from their phones and allows students to connect and chat
with people they might not usually talk to. It is a great place to go with
your friends or even on your own just to talk to new people, have some
fun and take a break.

Our 1st year ‘Little Sisters’
enjoyed a Halloween

themed quiz with their 5th
year ‘Big Sisters’ at

Halloween! Thank you to the
5th year ‘Big Sisters’ for

organising the event and to
Ms. Gilmartin for
supporting them.



CLUBS

STUDENT COUNCIL
While the Student Council was active online and working behind the
scenes the first in person meeting took place in November and it was
then the ideas and commitments of the current Student Council for
this year took off.
The first activity was participation in a virtual meeting with Student
Council members across the Loreto Network. This was an opportunity
to share ideas and explore new topics. 

Tinsel Tuesday took place in December.  This was a day where festivities were enjoyed by all and most importantly where
the students & staff of our fantastic school displayed generosity and goodness! As an entire community, we raised over
€500 for Loreto Rumbek! Our champion fundraiser was a memorable day for all involved and a bright light shone from
the halls of Loreto College Mullingar on that terrific day! Our noticeboard also came to life this year with the aim of
updating students on the work of the Student Council. Keep an eye out for our Spring/Easter theme.
Our next project aims to promote diversity within the school. We hope to have a noticeboard which highlights and
celebrates the many different ethnicities within our school community. We feel it is important that people from all
cultural backgrounds can feel appreciated and welcome within Loreto College Mullingar.

Senior prefects
Senior Prefects of Loreto College Mullingar have been working really
hard to make these very difficult times better and brighter for everyone.
Many have volunteered to help run various different types of clubs such
as Homework Club and Walking Club. With help from Senior Prefects,
our school also recently brought back Tea and Talk which was held pre-
Covid. At Tea and Talk, seniors and juniors can sit together with their
friends and enjoy a cup of tea and a chat. This is a no phone zone!
As well as clubs, Senior Prefects have been trying to help their school with
distributing the lunches, helping out in the school canteen and
organising the Lost and Found for students. Back in November, our
Senior Prefects did our school proud at the Comhairle na nÓg Youth 
 Conference. Not only did they contribute some great ideas to the event, they also won many of the top prizes on the
day, including 3 brand new tablet devices!
Senior Prefects hope to start some new clubs soon, such as Culture club, Movie club and many more so keep an eye out
for these in the near future!



CLUBS
homework club WALKING CLUB

Draughts Club
Draughts club takes place for first year
students every Tuesday in the computer
room during lunchtime. Due to covid,

students have been playing the game with
each other on a website. Draughts is a great
game to learn and it develops concentration
skills, decision making skills and problem
solving skills but also requires patience.

For the month of March, the walking club members are
participating in the Walk for Wishes campaign for the Make a

Wish foundation. The Walk for Wishes campaign involves
walking 100km in the month of March, the walking club aims

to walk 100km collectively over the month of March. The
walking club meet at the main gate of the school every

Monday @ 1:15pm to walk 1.5km, all students are welcome.
Thanks to Ms Weafer, Ms Moran & Mr Masterson for

organising this event!

Homework club takes place every Tuesday in
A17 for first years. It is a great opportunity
for first years to make new friends while

helping each other academically aswell, with
the help of Ms. Weafer.

BOOK CLUB
Book club is in full swing in Loreto. Every Wednesday
book lovers in the school meet in B19 to discuss book

recommendations and reviews. The aim of the book club
is to develop a love for reading throughout the school

community. Some of the most popular book
recommendations by the girls this month are  “ A Good
Girls Guide To Murder” by Holly Jackson, “The Song Of

Achillies” by Madiline Miller and “One Of Us Is Lying” by
Karen M. McManus. The girls love book club as they get to

share their books with others and get better
recommendations. 



CLUBS

french club

Our school HPS committee is made up of students from different
year groups and staff members. Some activities we have organised
to date are;

-Health Promotion PowerPoint presentations to 1st years, 
-Camino challenge for 1st years, TYs and staff. 
- National Fitness Day (September 2021)
- World Mental Health Day Awareness Day (October 10th 2021) 
- One good adult awareness initiative - posters and video
reminder
- Anti bullying at school awareness day November 4th. We showed
the SID 2021 video to all during 1st class. 
- ARK campaign (World Kindness Day November 13th 2021).
Gratitude letter / kindness sheet in classes. 
- HPS students put up Kindness quotes in all bathrooms from
artist Charlie Macksey’s book “The boy, the horse, the fox and the
mole”.
- Christmas Tree lighting ceremony/tradition with Sr. Anna. 
- CPR Campaign and the school Eircode is now displayed in all
rooms.
- Webwise SID Internet Safety Campaign displaying information
around the school noticeboards, internet safety talks from the
Gardaí (February) & Webinar for parents Feb 15th and info
emailed to parents. Also Student PPT and links to video resources.

health promoting schools 

The French Club takes place every Tuesday at lunchtime for both Junior
and Senior Cycle students. Miss Bergin and Emma host a range of

interactive game-based sessions which enable the students to learn new
vocabulary and expressions in a fun and engaging manner. Additionally,

the girls have also learned about French culture through movies and food. 
Recently, the club offered the 6th years extra practice sessions for their

upcoming oral examinations, where students have had the opportunity to
practice general topics individually, as well as participate in group

conversations. 
After the Easter break, there will be a table quiz on French culture and all

are advised to attend and take part. 



sCHOOL ACTIVITIES

Bt young scientist
Three TY students, Caoimhe Donoghue , Katie
O'Connor and Emily Kiernan qualified for the BT
Young Scientist final with their project “Fetch
Your Pet”. “Fetch Your Pet” is an anti-dog theft
device that uses gps and bluetooth. The device
can be attached to your dog's collar to track your
dog's location. The device will send you a
notification on your phone if it suspects that
your dog may have been stolen along with the
location of your dog on Google maps. This was
an amazing achievement as it is the school's first
entry since 2016! After the awards ceremony the
girls were presented with 3D printed keyrings to
congratulate them on their participation. A huge
congratulations to the girls for their hard work
and to their mentor Mr Masterson. 

SCIENCE WEEK 
During Science week this year there were many

events happening around Loreto. Students
participated in a virtual careers talk with Intel

along with class activities such as designing their
own lab coats, testing the PH of water samples in

our locality, making models of the atom and
making methane fireballs!.



STAND UP AWARENESS WEEK
We celebrated ‘Stand Up Awareness’ week this
year with a variety of events. These events
included a pride colours day, in class activities
and a lunch time quiz. Well done to all
students and teachers who organised and
participated in this week's events.

SUBJECT CHOICE FAIR
In December, fifth year students carried out a subject choice

fair for 3rd and transition year students ahead of the
important decision of choosing leaving certificate subjects.
Choosing leaving certificate subjects can be a difficult and
challenging choice to make. However, the fifth years did a

great job at describing what is involved in their subject, which
helped students understand the subjects further and make up  

their minds about this important decision. Thank you to all
involved!

Public Speaking
We are extremely proud of our three students who represented Loreto
College, Mullingar in this year's local heat of the Soroptimists Public
Speaking Competition in the Mullingar Park Hotel last November. Clodagh
Geraghty (6th year), Aoife McGouran (6th Year) and Emily Shaw (5th Year)
were exemplary in their preparations, poise and delivery of their topics-
Partnership, Prosperity and Volunteering respectively. The girls were
amongst participants from three schools locally, Loreto College,
Castlepollard Community School and Wilson's Hospital School. Huge
congratulations are extended to Emily Shaw who was one of two winners
on the night. Emily went on to represent the school in the regional heat of
the competition in December, well done Emily. 

Interest in taking part in this public speaking this year was like never
before, with a massive participant cohort of thirteen. A school-based heat
was held in order to select the three speakers required for the November
competition. We wish to extend our thanks and appreciation to all of the
participants who worked so hard in the run up to the heat, lamenting that
only three could be put forward. Well done to all. 



TRANSITION YEAR
2021/2022

This year's TY students have been very busy throughout the last few
months, with trips, competitions and work experience, the girls
have had so many intriguing opportunities and events taking place
regarding careers and options for their future, including on
campus university trips and zoom calls.
A special thanks to Ms Gallagher for all of her efforts as the TY
coordinator.



WHAT HAS
HAPPENED SO FAR?

Junk Kouture 
Our TY girls showed off their creative sides by entering the RTE Junk Kouture
competition. We had 4 brilliant teams entering the competition to represent our school,
the teams included :
 

 

 

Messenger-Anna Maguire , Grace Rami , Kara mooney 



Lingettes Silhouette- Niamh Turbitt, Brianna Clancy

Genesis of Knowledge- Holly Swarbrigg Carrol ,
Maria Ruiz , Dearbhla Liddy 

 



Sunset State of Mind- Caoimhe Donohue , Emily
Kiernan , Lauren Ballesty



TRIPS

For the Transition Year students, their first day
trip out of the school  this year was a very exciting
bonding experience to Lilliput Adventure Centre.
On the 13th of September , the girls enjoyed a day
of kayaking , rock climbing , orienteering , bog
hopping and lots more.

On the 6th of October 2021, our TY students went on
a very educational trip to the local fire station in
Mullingar. The girls got a very interesting talk from
some of Westmeath's best fire fighters and also got
to see all of the safety equipment in a fire engine.
Fire safety is super important and should always be
kept in mind, so our TY girls were very happy to
have gained new knowledge on the subject. 

On the 17th of November, the transition year girls got the
wonderful opportunity to travel to Athlone. On their trip
they visited Athlone castle, Luan Gallery and got the very
fun experience of taking a viking ship from the Hodson
bay 40 minutes down the River Shannon to Athlone castle.
Here the girls were met by tour guides who taught the
students about the history of the area and showed them
some amazing historical artefacts. The girls finished off
the great day with a shopping trip to Golden Island
shopping centre in Athlone . 



ACHIEVEMENTS

Congratulations to TY students Lily Hunwick, Dearbhla Liddy
and Kate Lynch who came 1st in the Senior Best Design
category in the Discover Manufacturing 3D Printing
competition in December. As a result of this win, the school
received a €2000 technology support package to further develop
our use of digital technology. This is great news for our school
and will be a great investment in our girls' education. 
 Congratulations to  the girls on this excellent idea!

3D PRINTING

virtual CAMINO
Earlier this year students and staff took part in the Loreto network virtual camino
challenge. Teams from Loreto schools across Ireland took part to walk the camino

virtually. Congratulations to the two first year teams 1.1 and 1.5 who received special
commendation medals for being in the Top 5 in the country in the Loreto Virtual

Camino. All participants received wristbands and certificates.

Thank you to Mr Masterson for his continued hard work with 3D printing in our school as this is the 3rd consecutive year
his students have won first prize in national finals.



Awards 
 

Seachtain na Gaeilge
 

Gaisce
 

Swimming
 

Golf
 

Student Enterprise 
 
 

Coming up in our summer issue

and much much more!



Thank You for reading

Loreto College, Harbour Road, Mullingar, Co Westmeath N91PX98
T: 0449342055

E: info@loretomullingar.com
 

 

W: www.loretocollegemullingar.com

https://www.facebook.com/CollegeLoreto/
https://www.instagram.com/loretomullingar/
https://twitter.com/LoretoMullingar
https://loretocollegemullingar.com/

